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In what has been 
dubbed the Bowling 
Ashes, the Rootes 
Group Car Club (RGCC) 
made short work of our 
club’s scores but despite 
the loss, the day was a 
success with a strong turnout from both clubs. The event was rounded off with a 
very social meal at a local bistro/café. 

We had six lanes booked for the event, with each lane having a mix of members from either 
club to allow members from each club to mix. In total there 
were 32 participants bowling. 

The result was determined by the highest aggregated scores 
from each club; RGCC scored 1st, 2nd & 3rd outright. Age 
clearly had nothing to do with the outcome with 12-year-old 
Emily from the RGCC scoring third place overall. Jason had 
the highest aggregate score followed by RGCC President 
Murray Brown. The highest MCCV score was made by Rob 
with Chris just one point behind. 

Tim presented a work-in-progress trophy to Murray. The 
trophy, made by the Hobsons Bay Mens’ Shed, will have 
copies of the two clubs’ logos added and will become the 
perpetual trophy once completed.  

Rumour has it that there will be MCCV training sessions 
before the next get together. 
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They say, “Patience is a virtue” 
By Ian Smith 

If that is true, then I must be ranked fairly highly in 
the patience awards. Soon after my late wife, 
Gladys, and I married in 1952, we bought our first 
car – a 1932 Morris Oxford – 6. With plenty of floor 
space in the back, it catered well for a large bassi-
nette.  

The Morris served our purposes for a few years, 
until we sold it, then moving into a new Morris Mi-
nor – a tall order for ourselves and our growing 
family. We had four children by the time we sold it 
in 1962.  

Our next Morris was an Oxford Station Wagon. About 15 years later, I had 
the idea that it would be good if we were able to find another '32 Oxford. 
Within a month, I spotted one that was biding its time in a farmyard over 
near Bendigo; we were at the time living at Wangaratta. So off we went to have a look, and found it seemed a worthwhile 
'toy' to be enjoyed. How the car subsequently felt being taken apart piece by piece, I will never know.  

The car was substantially intact, but by no means in good health, as you can see in the pic above. Once back home, we 
started what turned out to be 40 years of intermittent attention as we stripped it to its bare bones, and finally, last year, re-
storing it close to it's original 'glory'. 

The long process was not because I went cold on the task, but my work did not allow for much being tackled. The disman-
tling started, and I was able to park the various parts in a friend's large barn. That was fine until some of his hay combusted, 
and seriously damaged the bonnet, front mudguards and rear hump. These all required total or partial reconstruction. Add-
ed to the woes, my friend's cows found their way into 'our' part of the barn, so bang went my hope of restoring the leather 
seats – wonderful to puncture with their horns. Silly me, leaving the seats exposed. 

Once I retired from full-time work, I was able to make a little more progress, though it was still at snail's pace. What followed 
was sandblasting the chassis, substantially re-building the wooden cabin frame, stripping and polishing all the panelling 
within the cabin (strangely, it had been painted, either originally or since).  

When I got around to restoring the motor with the help of a friend, we discovered that instead of having a '32 Morris Oxford 
motor, it turned out to be a '34 Bedford 6. Faced with the difficulty of finding another '32 MO, we made the decision to stick 
with what we had. 

We have been so thankful for the friends who have 
helped us along the way, encouraging us and taking quite 
an interest in the restoration. At no point did we ever feel 
like scrapping the project. 

The challenges have been numerous. Apart from learning 
as we went, there have been – getting a few new teeth on 
the diff., having new pullies made for the front of the mo-
tor, finding dashboard meters, repairing small holes in the 
fuel tank, hunting down front bumpers, working with a 
1933 MO manual, until quite recently finding an original 
1932 one on eBay. 

At last we reached the position of being able to ask Gavin 
Wasteney for an inspection. He has been very helpful and complimentary. The result of all this is that this Morrie has been 
approved and registered.    



Did you know? 
The Oxford IV was only made in the Traveller estate version. A 
steel-bodied replacement for the "woody" Series III Traveller, it 
was similar to the Series III saloon in most respects. The IV was 
introduced in 1957. 
 
A Traveller estate car version of the Series V Farina body was 
announced 28 September 1960. The new body now provided a 
double bed size sleeping compartment about 6 ft long and 4 ft 
wide. The back of the car had a tail-board hinged at the bottom 
and an upper panel hinged at the top. The Morris version had a 
single bench front seat and cost £10 more than the equivalent 
Austin Countryman.  

Source:https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Morris_Oxford#Oxford_Traveller_all-
steel_Series_IV_1957%E2%80%9360 

President’s message  
All is going well with the club. For those mem-
bers that have not attended meetings, the club 
recently updated the web site to a new provider 
based in country Victoria. I’d like to extend my 
thanks to Kylie Carter for all the hours she has 
put in. Kylie’s work has improved access and 
now provides information for club members and 
members from the public that have an interest 
in Morris and other BMC products. Kylie has 
passed day-to-day web management to An-
drew Read (see back page for Andrew’s de-
tails). The more hits the site receives, the great-
er the chance of our domain name will sit at the 

top of the list and encourage new members to our club so please 
make sure you visit it regularly.  

While our monthly meetings continue to be well attended it would 
be great to see more of our members at these meetings. Once we 
get over the winter period we may see an increase in those joining 
in with discussion about their classic car and other issues associ-
ated with our club’s direction.    

Tony Bullen has put together an exciting calendar of coming 
events for all the membership to get behind and increase num-
bers at future outings. Thanks Tony, I am looking forward along 
members and friends to coming events which are listed on the 
club’s event page. 

The advantages of 3D Printing 
By Andrew Read 
About two years ago, a half-witted reprobate decided 
that my rare and hard to get Morris Six badges be-
longed in his pocket, rather than on my car. 

Fortunately, I disturbed him in the act and he got in his 
Landcruiser and drove off. So, I managed to save the 
badges. 

Not wanting the same to happen again, I took the 
badges off to take away the temptation. But the car 
didn't look right with holes where the badges belong. 

I decided first that perhaps I could make a plaster cast 
of the badge and then cast one out of breakable plastic 
or fibreglass, maybe. No such luck. All I succeeded in 
doing was to strip the chrome neatly off the diecast 
badge. 

I'm sure there are people out there with the skill to 
make a cast and then a new badge, but not I. There-
fore, I put it in the too hard basket and moved on to 
other things for a while. 

A month ago, my wife was at a meeting in Stratford 
and noticed a 3D printing shop on the main street. Not 
only did he sell printers and accessories, but also does 
prints. 

I visited with my badge. Quite reasonable priced. His 
accountant had told him that he couldn't do a job less 
than $30.  

Good value as far as I was concerned. Within two 
days, he printed me about a dozen badges, so now 
both my cars are badged.  

He made them out of a variety of plastics, including a 
sort of soft floppy plastic. His reasoning was that they 
would bend rather than break, but I would love to see 
the look on a thief's face when the badge they stole 
flopped about in their hand. 

After collecting the badges, I made a trip to Autobahn 
and bought a can of chrome spray. Carefully following 
directions, I chromed all the badges and they look very 
authentic. 

Total cost? $30. very satisfied with the final result and 
now he has the scan, should I ever need any badges. 

The shop is called indepth3Dprinters. If you want to 
look them up, they are on Facebook or call them on 
0473 334 465.  

I do have an email address if anybody is interested. 
I'm happy to pass on the details. 

He now has a couple more jobs to complete for me. 
Currently he is scanning and printing a bonnet mascot, 
a short chrome strip and a steering wheel center logo. 



Events, meetings & things to know Morris Car Club of Victoria  
Committee Contact details  

Contribute to future Bull’s-Eye editions 
Contributions from members are encouraged. The content should be around 400 to 500 words and if possible, have photo-
graphs to increase appeal and encourage readership.   

Editor stephen.whitworth3@gmail.com or  PO Box 104 Footscray West LPO, Barkly Street Footscray 3011  

Editor’s comment 

Special thanks to Ian Smith and Andrew Read for their contributions to this edition of Bull’s-Eye, much appreciated. Also 
thanks to Tony Bullen for the loan of some of his classic car books and magazines. I’ll be drawing on these for future “Under 
the bonnet” pieces. Also apologies for having to combine the May and June issues, sometimes life gets in the way of what 
we want to achieve.  

Yarra Glen - Sugar Loaf Reservoir  
November 10, 2018  
We will be stopping at: 
 Kangaroo ground memorial look-

out 
 Chocolate and ice creamery, 

Yarra Glen 
 Then back to Sugar Loaf Reser-

voir picnic area for lunch (BBQ 
on site or bring a picnic) 

 There are toilets on site.   
The total drive time will be around 1 
hour 15 minutes from the meeting 

point, Cumberland Road RSL Pas-

coe Vale. 
Distance from meeting point 75 kilo-
metres. 

Meeting time 9am for a 9.15 start 
Tony’s phone number is 0402 528 
652  

President - Tim Christie  

0419 314 214 

timothychristie@bigpond.com  

Vice President & Editor Bull’s-Eye 
Stephen Whitworth 0419 310 031 

stephen.whitworth3@gmail.com 

Secretary - Bevan-Rhys James 

0432 379 068 

Treasurer, Membership & CPS Geoff  
Meehan  0400 961 123  

Club Captain (Events & Outings) 

Tony Bullen 0402 528 652 

Webmaster  

Andrew Read 0411 705 877 

 

Month Meeting Date & Place Club Event 
 

July 
July 3  

Pascoe Vale RSL 

Dinner from 6.30 onwards 

Meeting 8pm 

July 8  

Trentham, via the Macedon 
Ranges. 

The meeting point is the Calder 
Park BP out-bound in the McDon-

alds Car Park  9.30-
10.00am departure. 

 

August 
August 7  

Pascoe Vale RSL 

Dinner from 6.30 onwards 

Meeting 8pm 

August 12  

RAAF Museum Point Cook 

Mee ng point: RSL Club 40 Cumber-
land Rd, Pascoe Vale at 9.30am 

BYO lunch or buy enroute. Have your 
sandwich while you watch the vin-

tage war birds on the runway.  

 

September 
September 4  

Pascoe Vale RSL 

Dinner from 6.30 onwards 

Meeting 8pm 

September 16  

Annual Show ‘n’ Shine 

Meeting point: Calder Park BP out
-bound n the McDonalds car park 

9.30– 10.00am departure. 

Hanging Rock for a picnic lunch. 
Afternoon tea at Top Of The 

Range Tea Rooms. 

Entry fee for Hanging Rock is $10 
per car, cafe on site. 

 

October 
October 2 

Pascoe Vale RSL 

Dinner from 6.30 onwards 

Meeting 8pm 

October 7 

Werribee Park 

Meeting point: RSL Club 40 Cum-
berland Rd, Pascoe Vale. 

 9.30-10am departure. 

Bring a picnic or buy your food 
onsite. 

 

November 
November 2 

Pascoe Vale RSL 

Dinner from 6.30 onwards 

Meeting 8pm 

November 10 

Club Run to Yarra Glen - Sugar 
Loaf Reservoir  

See details right 


