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My Dad’s Taxi Driving, BMC History 
By Tony Bulleen 

My father Ray started driving taxis in 1947. At first, he drove for someone 
else in old worn-out 1939 Chevs. Then much to his parent’s horror, he decid-
ed cab driving paid much better than chemical engineering.  

In fact, if you had your own cab and licence in those days you could earn 
double the average wage but then remember a car was a luxury item so not 
every family had one let alone two.  

The first cab he owned was a Morris Oxford MO, there starts a long history 
with BMC cars. The MO was pretty-well bullet proof as a taxi; relatively eco-
nomical and reliable.  

Being frugal on fuel was a must as petrol rationing was still in force. At the 
time they were also better for taxi use than the FX or FJ Holden because of 
the more forgiving four speed gear box (the Holden only had a three-speed) 
the Morris would take off in 2nd if the car was still moving the Holden would-
n’t.   

One very cold wet Melbourne night he picked a fair up at Spencer Street 
Railway Station, the customer asked to go to Apollo Bay he did not mention 
his house was up a goat track behind Apollo Bay in the hills. So, the old MO 
turned 4x4, delivered the man to his front door turned around and slowly 
made his way back down the goat track. All went well until around half way 
down the hill when he heard a loud bang under the front of the car; Rock 
verses sump - Rock 1, Sump 0.  

Unfortunately, the resulting damage was one 
badly cracked alloy sump. Fortunately, dad 
always kept a 5litre (a gallon back then) of oil 
in the boot.  

So, with the full sump of oil and then the spare 
oil, dad and the Oxford made it home safely.  

Fiberglass patches had just become available, 
so he drained the remaining oil in the sump cleaned and patched the dam-
age with fiberglass.  

The patch was still there six years later when he sold the car.  Other long 
taxi trips in that car were Albury and the western district.  

So, the old trusty MO was sold, and another Oxford arrived, I think a Mk4 but 
could have been a Mk3, again pretty-well bullet-proof.  

Then he decided his clutch foot needed a rest, so the next car was an Austin 
Freeway auto BW35 Blue streak 6, 2.4 litre. Then a Mk1 and a Mk2 Austin 
1800 they were the only 1800 taxis in Melbourne heaps of boot and cabin 
space and the 1800 motor was reliable and not sluggish.  

That was the end of the line for BMC products as they would not do the nec-
essary modifications to the Austin Kimberly so with regret he got an XB Fal-
con  (or foul can, so named because it was full of rust from day one). He 
drove taxis from 1947 to 2006 not a bad effort.  

Left: Austin Freeway  
Below, top to bottom: Austin 
1800 - doing time as a Taxi. 
Morris Oxford MO also doing  
duty as a Taxi (I think!). 

Editor’s comment: Thanks Tony for your 
contribution to this issue of Bull’s-Eye. 
Next month we’ll hear about Andrew 

Read’s family’s love affair with BMC cars. 



April monthly meeting to coincide with a visit and tour of the Alma Doepel 
 

As discussed at the February monthly meeting, a number of our meetings will coincide with club outings and educational ses-
sions. Club members Graeme and Valda are passionate contributors to the restoration of the famous sailing ship the Alma 
Doepel. Please see the map below for details on getting to and parking at the site.  

Our meeting will kick off with a BBQ dinner. This will be briefly followed by the club’s AGM and the election of office bearers. 
We will then enjoy a briefing and tour of the current works and the workshop being used to complete the restoration. It is cus-
tomary for visits such as this that a $10 donation be made by each person attending.   

The donation will cover the cost of the BBQ so it should be a cheaper night out than the RSL for most and we all get to contrib-
ute to a terrific project. 

Time: 6pm at the site 

Address Shed 2, N Wharf Rd, Docklands VIC 3008 

Drive and Park 

If you continue along Collins Street as far as you can you 
will reach the shed where the restoration is being complet-
ed. There is free parking available onsite. The catch is you 
will need to arrive between 6.30 –7pm or call one of the 
numbers you will get at the March meeting. 

Train and Walk 

It is a 20 minute walk from Southern Cross Station to the 
Alma Doepel. Simply walk past Etihad stadium, cross the 
road, walk along the water past the NAB building till you 
get to Shed 2 North Wharf. 

The Alma Doepel - A Brief History  
The Alma Doepel was launched on October 10,1903 and sailed to Sydney on her maiden voyage. She was fashioned from 
local timbers in Bellingen, northern New South Wales, under the guidance of trader, boat builder and shipping entrepreneur, 
Frederick Doepel. On launching day, he proudly named her in honour of one of his daughters. 

During her first year the Alma Doepel plied the Tasman and set a record for the fastest voyage by a sailing ship. 

In 1905 she traded along the 
New South Wales coast and 
became a familiar sight in the 
ports of Australia’s east coast 
over the next 12 years. 

In 1917 ownership changed 
and she traded from Henry 
Jones (IXL) in Hobart to the 
mainland and the South Yarra 
Jam Factory.  

As part of the “Mosquito Fleet” 
Alma Doepel established another record, sailing from Hobart to Melbourne Heads in 58 hours 30 minutes. She was the only 
trader in that famous Bass Strait fleet to carry square sail. 

During the Second World War Alma Doepel was commissioned by the Australian Army, de-rigged, and transformed to serve 
in New Guinea carrying supplies and troops. After the war she was re-rigged as a three-masted, bald headed schooner and 
resumed trade across Bass Strait. In the ’60’s she became a limestone carrier in Tasmania. 

Between 1988 and 1999 Alma Doepel completed around 140 nine-day Youth Sail Training Voyages with more than 4,000 
young Victorians having the opportunity to sail before the mast. Many more experienced the joy of sailing on board a tall ship 
during day and weekend sails. During our visit we will learn more about the work that has been undertaken to ensure the Al-
ma Doepel can return to the important roll of a training vessel.  



Can you believe it? 
The next time someone offers a car to a sympathetic family, spare a thought for 
this poor old Morris 1100 and how it is spending its twilight years! 

The photo was provided 
by Frank Evans and it 
makes his property look a 
lot like the Living Legends 
farm for retired race hors-
es. 

The owner has devised a 
way to drive the saw 
through the Morris. 

And to think of the legend-
ary place this former gem 
held in the Australian mar-
ket-place. 

 

 

Under the bonnet 
Fitting Valve Springs in a Morris Minor 

The deep water jacketing round the valve ports of the Morris Minor Engine 
masks the upper seating for the valve spring so it is important  to take care to 
ensure the valve spring sits squarely in the recessed seating machined in the 
upper face of the valve chamber. 

If not inserted correctly it is possible for the spring to ride on the edge of the ma-
chined recess, with the possibility for the valve and stem to distort and rapidly 
wear the valve and other parts. 

Those clever engineers at BMC produced a special valve spring collar to ensure 
that the spring will be guided onto its seating properly and without difficulty. The 
diagram to the left shows a incorrectly seated valve, the one on the right reput-
edly shows how the valve collar helps to ensure a correctly fitted and aligned 
valve. Source: BMC Morris Minor Workshop Manual (Ed’s comment: the illustrator 
must have a gammy eye if you look at the valve seat!)  

Budding mechanical 
scribes needed 
For the past issues of Bull’s-Eye I have 
been able to rely on a number of manuals 
from which to extract copy. I generally try 
to convert the content to plain-English 
wherever possible, the article left is a 
good example. 

My resources are drying up so here is a 
cry for contributions from members. If you 
have technical books for other BMC cars 
I’d love to be able to borrow then so I 
have a deeper well to draw from. Even 
better, if any member wants to write 
something for contribution that would be 
terrific.  My contact details are always 
carried in each edition so please touch 
base. 

Did you know? 
In January 2009, the renewed Board of 
Sail & Adventure Limited decided to bring 
Alma Doepel back to Melbourne for the 
extensive restoration required for a return 
to operation as a sail training ship.  

The City of Melbourne, Places Victoria 
and Lend Lease were instrumental in 
providing berthing and workshop areas 
and local companies including Hempel 
Australia have provided in-kind contribu-
tions.  
Generous private donors continue to sup-
port the project and many volunteers 
have recorded over 30,000 hours of work 
towards returning this unique and historic 
vessel to an operational level. 

Did you know 2? 
This year is the fifth year that the Lost 
Trades Fair has run and last year attract-
ed more than 20,000 people over the two 
days it was run.  

There is a $3 per adult ticket discount if 
you book and pay on line before midnight 
Friday March 9. 

If you have any interesting pictures relating to BMC vehicles 
please send them into Bull’s-Eye via the editor. 

Win a prize - how many different arti-
sans will be present at this year’s Lost 

Trades Fair? 
A random draw will coincide with our visit 
to the restoration in April. Send your an-

swer to the editor care of the email or 
snail mail address on page 1. 



Events, meetings & things to know 

President - Tim Christie  

0419 314 214 

TimC@brimbank.vic.gov.au  

Vice President - Stephen Whitworth 

0419 310 031 

stephen.whitworth3@gmail.com 

Secretary - Bevan-Rhys James 

0432 379 068 

Membership & CPS Officer  

Gavin Wasteney  

0407 051 359 

Treasurer - Geoff  Meehan 

 0400 961 123  

Events Coordinators 

Kylie Carter 0437 271 067 

Chris Wialletton 0447 022 480 

Morris Car Club of Victoria  
Committee Contact details  

Month Meeting Date & Place Club Event 

 
March 

6 March 
Pascoe Vale RSL 

Dinner from 6.30 onwards 
Meeting 8pm 

 

10-11 March 
Kyneton Lost Trades Fair 

See notes below re this year’s 
attractions -meet at the Caltex 
Servo (In Kyneton) between 

9.30 & 10am 
 

April 
3 April 

AGM & Visit to the Alma 
Doepel  6pm start (see 

Page 2 for details) 
 

Saturday 14th    
Newport Fire Station – 300 

heritage vehicles meeting at 
Donald McLean Reserve 

10am (Corner The Avenue 
and Melbourne Rd)  

 
May 

1 May 
Pascoe Vale RSL 

Dinner from 6.30 onwards 
Meeting 8pm 

 

Sunday 13 May 
10.30am  

AMF Ten Pin Bowling  
Maribyrnong 

The MCCV Ashes 
 

June 
June 5 

Pascoe Vale RSL 
Dinner from 6.30 onwards 

Meeting 8pm 

June 9-11 Queen’s birthday 
long weekend 

MCCV Jamboree Stanhope 
Sunday 10 June 

The Beer Shed Echuca 
 

ARTISAN PROGRAM - ALL 
DAY CONTINUOUS PRO-

GRAM 
  

The ethos behind the Lost 
Trades Fair is one of discov-
ery; finding what was lost and 
introducing you to the talented 
makers in this country that 
are pursuing careers in lost 
arts, rare trades and forgotten 
crafts. Keeping theses skills 
alive is what the fair is all about 
- so that they are not lost to his-
tory.  

Early	bird	Online	Pricing	un-
til	midnight	Friday	9	March	

Adults	$15	/	Seniors	$12	/	Kids	$5	
prepaid	tickets	-	entry	at	9.30am	


