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Welcome to another year 

Hello and welcome to the first issue of Bull’s-Eye for 2018. I hope you all have had 
a chance to buff up the chrome work, clean off the muck and spruce up that interior 
as this year one of our key areas of focus is to have more club events that involve 
our project cars. 

Albert & Stephanie’s Christmas lights 

In early December last year, I was lucky enough to be at Albert’s Christmas light 
turn on. For more than 18 years Albert and Stephanie have painstakingly assem-
bled and put away an incredible collection of props and lights that wouldn’t look out 
of place in the Myer windows over the lead up to Christmas.  

Each year the money raised is given to a not 
for profit organisation; the Juvenile Diabetes 
Foundation has been the lucky benefactor for 
the past seven years and Camp Quality be-
fore that. In the peak years they have aver-
aged donations around $2,000, however, 
with lower numbers this year, an $800 dona-
tion was made. 

The numbers attending were down on previ-
ous years, mainly because at the time, Mel-
bourne was experiencing heavy downpours 

with some areas getting into double digit falls over night.   
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Pictured above left: The colour & 
magic. 

Above right: Santa AKA Brian on 
his sleigh with a guest.  

Far left: the host embracing a good 
mate.  

Below: children playing & guests 
chatting.  



Show ‘n’ shine 2017 

In one of the larger showing of club cars for some time, the 2017 Club Show ‘n’ shine was held in conjunction with the Club’s 
Christmas lunch at the Club rooms at Balliang East. It was great to see so many people travelling some distance to be there 
too. Thanks Frank, Dot, Glen, Shayne and Paulette for the distance you guys travelled. 

In terms of winners: 

Brian and Karin Moore scooped the pool with three trophies: 

 Best 2-door 

 Ladies choice 

 Most popular vehicle 

Shayne & Paulette Martin picked up the trophy for the best 4-door 

Gavin & Suzanne Wasteney picked the trophy for the Hard Luck Story. (Breaking down enroute to last year’s Moto Classi-
ca.) Ironically, Gavin donated the piston used to create the award.   

Pictured above left: Kylie presenting the trophy for ladies choice to 
Karin & Brian and above right; Tim presenting the trophy for  

Best 2-Door to Brian & Karin 

Pictured  above left Tim presenting the trophy for Best 4-Door to 
Shayne and right: Tim presenting the trophy for Best ‘Hard-luck 

Story’ trophy to Gavin 

Pictured above top: Some of the cars present for the event  ( Gavin’s Jag arrived after these shots were take so apologies).   
Immediately above: A look from the other end.  

Above right: Brian & Karin’s trifecta winner, “Old Yella” or “Car 4” 
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It’s only a number  by Glen Whitbourne 

It is not every day you have a milestone birthday in the family, let alone two same milestones only nine days apart! This mile-
stone has been the case in our household recently…or should I say ‘garagehold‘ if there is such a word. Yes my little Morris 
ute turned 60 on December 5, 2017 (two days after our Christmas get together) closely followed by the Austin A35 on the 
14th wow you might say…or indeed why, well this comes down to my interest in history, applied to something I know not 
many would do, that is to research our own cars’ backgrounds. 
 
The Morris was first delivered in Melbourne, and as far as I can tell spent the first 18 years in the same ownership residing in 
Beaumaris until passing to another for a short time from 1975 to 1977 where it was used as a workshop pick up/delivery ve-
hicle for a local Beaumaris service station, as well as being the service vehicle for the workshop owners motor racing on the 
weekends which involved some distances at times.  
 
Tony bought the ute in December 1977 picking it up from the workshop with his girlfriend Ruth. I know Tony loved it from the 
start always wanting a Morris Minor ute, he was 21 when he bought it. Tony used his Morris ute as his everyday transport 
until 1981 when it had fallen into disrepair, become unreliable and looking very sad. He then set out to restore it, however, 
this task turned out to be many years laid up in the shed as can happen.  

 
We all wondered if he 
would carry out the res-
toration or would it be 
forgotten to the mists of 
time. To Tony’s credit, 
he restored the ute in 
1988 in readiness for the 
1989 Morris Minor Na-
tional Rally to Toowoom-
ba Qld. Tony shared the 
driving with his dad 
John.  Often a deadline 
is a great motivator for a 
restoration.  
 
Tony was very proud of his Morrie and had always been enthusiastic 
with club activities over the years, sadly passing away in September 
2005. Fast forward to 2011 and this is when I purchased the ute from 

Ruth (Tony’s wife, my aunt) by which time it had fallen into some disrepair once again although more mechanically than bod-
ywork. So this is where I have put my expertise into practice rebuilding and repairing what’s been needed to re-commission it 
for a second time. Since having it back on the road I always enjoy driving it and being part of the club with its members and 
activities, it’s now covered a total of 132,819 miles.  

The Austin was first delivered in London and spent the first 18 months in the 
UK where it was enjoyed by the original owners and covered 23,209 miles 
before they immigrated to Melbourne in 1960 (the Austin arriving ahead of 
them in 1959) it remained their everyday car until 1981 when my dad (Bob) 
purchased it from them at 118,000 miles and it’s been in our family ever 
since. Dad restored it in 1982 and used it as a club car as well as a second 
car doing many long distance trips which I remember well. The Austin has 
now covered a total of 148,734 miles. 

Both these cars have a full and known history which in itself is quite remarkable considering they’re both 60 years old now 
and I have a connection with both going back to my childhood, which has helped to keep their history intact. The fact they’re 
now stable mates makes their story all the more interesting. So I encourage you to make the effort to remember your Morrie 
and write down what you recall. Keep on Morryin’ - Glen Whitbourne. 

Pictured above: The Morris Minor pre Glen  
Right: The Austin A35  
Below right: Glen’s Ute flanked by Shane & 
Paulette’s Marshal & Brian & Karin’s Minor Ute 
at the Club’s show n shine 



Under the Bonnet                 
Engine fails to give full power  

Check the following carburetter points 

1. Faulty or insufficient petrol supply 

2. Air leaks in the induction pipe or petrol pipe 

3. Partly choked jet 
 

Check the following mechanical points 

1. Incorrect valve tappet clearance 

2. Burnt valves or badly seating valves 

3. Cylinder head stud nuts not tight 

4. Damaged cylinder head gasket 

5. Valve timing incorrect 

6. Broken or weak valve spring 

7. Excessive carbon deposit 

8. Excessively worn pistons and cylinders 
 

Check the following ignition points 

1. Ignition retarded too far 

2. High-tension leads shorting or loose 

3. Dirty sparking plugs 

4. Sparking plug points incorrectly set 

5. Contact breaker points incorrectly set 

6. Contact breaker points pitted  

7. Faulty coil 

8. Faulty condenser 

9. Low-tension connection or leads faulty 

10. Battery run down or faulty 
Source: The Morris Minor Workshop manual 

Did you know? 
The first Minor commercials were introduced in May 1953 
to replace the then ancient Morris Eight-based Series 2 
Vans that had been kept in production. The three models of 
LCV (Light Commercial Vehicle) served a vital part of the 
domestic market as well as achieving a large number of 
sales to authorities and utilities including the Post Office. 

Apart from the body styling differences, the Minor LCVs 
also differed by having a “separate rear chassis”. Where 
the Minor Saloon and Traveller’s chassis stopped at the 
main cross member, the LCV’s chassis continued right 
through to the rear of the vehicle sweeping up and over the 
rear axle. 

Did you know 2? 

The last Minor to leave the UK production line in April 
1971 was the Traveller. 

Ask the crowd 
In issue 6, I asked the question: did BMC sell the 1100 
Traveller in Oz? (see pic below).  

You will be pleased to 
know the membership 
brains trust is alive and 
well.  

Tony Bulleen came back 
with the following ad-
vice:  

“I think the 1100 Traveller was  available on special 
order from BMC.”   

Thanks Tony for the quick information. In next month’s is-
sue we will have another contribution from Tony relating to 
his father’s Austin 1800 Taxis. Ed 

Contribute to future Bull’s-Eye 
editions 
Contributions from members are encouraged. The 
content should around 400 to 500 words and if possi-
ble, have photographs to increase appeal and encour-
age readership.   

Email: stephen.whitworth3@gmail.com  

Snail mail: PO Box 104 Footscray West LPO, Barkly 
Street Footscray 3012  



During the Christ-
mas lunch presen-

tation of awards 
Geoff Meehan, 

(Club Treasurer) 
was recognised for 

his continued & 
valued contribution 

to the Club.  
 

Pictured left is Geoff 
receiving the Best 

Serving Club Member 
award from Stephen, 
(last year’s recipient) 
and Club President 

Tim.  

Club Christmas Lunch 

The Club’s 2017 Christmas lunch attracted a good number of members and for a large number, it was their first visit to 
the Club’s official club rooms located at Balliang East.  

We were extremely lucky with the weather given the torrential down 
pours experienced across much of Victoria that weekend. A number of 
other major events including the Great Victorian Bike Ride had to be 
abandoned.  

Chris, Sherry, Kylie and Gavin 
did a great job preparing the 
hall and guests were treated to 
a two-course meal (apology to 
anyone I missed thanking). We 
were also blessed with a visit 
from Santa much to the pleas-
ure of some of the younger 
members present. The dinner 

provided a great opportunity to mix and mingle to get to know other members a 
little better. There are plans to use the hall for more low cost events in the com-
ing year. We have access to BBQ facilities as well as refrigeration to keep 
drinks cool. We will probably lunch at the club rooms a few times this year in 
tandem with use of our heritage vehicles. Stay tuned for updates.  

See the back 
page for details 
of events we are  
encouraging 
members to 
bring their club 
car to. 

 

 

For Sale 
Club members Alan and 
Mary Potter have put their 
1962 Morris Major Elite Mk 
3 up for sale on eBay. At the 
time of writing (25 Jan) 
there had been 32 bids and 
the sale had a little over four 
days to run. 

Owner’s Comments 

Only 4 owners in 56 years. Genuine mileage 53,500 
miles. Colour is Rose Mist with an Ash Grey interior. Has 
original drivers handbook and logbooks. The Major is in 
excellent mechanical condition with recent work includ-
ing reconditioned water pump, clutch slave cylinder re-
paired, new rear shocks, new spring shackle bushes and 
new front wheel bearings. Tyres are almost new and the 
battery has been replaced recently. Body work is excel-
lent, absolutely no rust, a few minor scratches but gener-
ally the paintwork is really good for its age. The interior is 
good with no damage to the upholstery and only general 
wear and tear to the door rubbers and trim.  



Events, meetings & things to know 

President - Tim Christie  

0419 314 214 

TimC@brimbank.vic.gov.au  

Vice President - Stephen Whitworth 

0419 310 031 

stephen.whitworth3@gmail.com 

Secretary - Bevan-Rhys James 

0432 379 068 

Membership & CPS Officer  

Gavin Wasteney  

0407 051 359 

Treasurer - Geoff  Meehan 

 0400 961 123  

Events Coordinators 

Kylie Carter 0437 271 067 

Chris Wialletton 0447 022 480 

Morris Car Club of Victoria  
Committee Contact details  

Penina Huakau and Scott Booker 
were married on 25th November,2017 
in a garden setting at the Keilor Hotel. 
Peninas’ grandmother was unable to 
attend the Australian wedding so Scott 
& Penina took the wedding to her 
managing to re-enact the ceremony 
with extended family and friends.  
 
The NZ ceremony was held at Yatton 
Park, Greerton Tauranga on 1 Decem-
ber. “We were blessed with another 
beautiful day.” Penina said.“            

We would like to thank Rob Quinn and 
Tim Christie for driving the Morris Mi-
nor cars for the groomsmen in honour 
of Ray, Penina and Scott said. “It defi-
nitely felt like one of his greatest pas-
sions were part of our special day.“ On 
behalf of all your friends at the club 
Penina & Scott, have a long & happy 
life together. 

Month Meeting Date & Place Club Event 

January No meeting No activity – polish your cars 

February 6 February 
Pascoe Vale RSL 
Dinner from 6.30 onwards 
Meeting 8pm 

Sunday 25 February 
Eynesbury Market & Eynes-
bury Homestead for lunch 
Club Car Event 

March 6 March 
Pascoe Vale RSL 
Dinner from 6.30 onwards 
Meeting 8pm 

10-11 March 
Kyneton Lost Trades Fair 
Club Car Event  

April 3 April 
Pascoe Vale RSL 
Dinner from 6.30 onwards 
Meeting 8pm 

Saturday 11th   Newport Fire 
Station – 300 heritage vehicles 
a unique opportunity 
Club Car Event  

May 1 May 
Pascoe Vale RSL 
Dinner from 6.30 onwards 
Meeting 8pm 

Sunday 13 May 
AMF Ten Pin Bowling         
Maribyrnong 
The MCCV Ashes 

June June 5 
Pascoe Vale RSL 
Dinner from 6.30 onwards 
Meeting 8pm 

June 9-11 Queen’s birthday 
long weekend 
MCCV Jamboree Stanhope 
Sunday 10 June 
The Beer Shed Echuca 

Scott and Penina’s Big Days 


