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Contribute to future 
Bull’s-Eye editions 
Contributions from members are en-
couraged. The content should 
around 400 to 500 words and if pos-
sible, have photographs to increase 
appeal and encourage readership.   

stephen.whitworth3@gmail.com  
or 

PO Box 104 Footscray West LPO, 
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Morris 1100 feature edition 
This month’s feature article is from Rob Carter who touches on his grandfather’s 
love of BMC, notably an 1100 and later an 1800 (pictured below). 

My sister owned a Morris 1100 and while I was swooning around in a Datsun 
1600 I used to scoff at her 
“pensioners” car; that was until I 
did manage to drive the thing 
which was a revelation. It was 
smooth, handled like a go-kart 
and all with hydrolastic  suspen-
sion. Topping it off was the fact 
that the thing felt as solid as the 
proverbial brick out house. 

So, when Rob’s feature arrived, I 
started to research the mighty 
1100 and through my research, 
decided it may well have ushered 
BMC’s rosiest period in Australia.  

BMC won a car of the year gong 
from Wheels Magazine and was 
an Australian top seller of innova-
tive, safe, practical and enjoyable 
vehicles.  Thanks Rob for plant-
ing the seed, even though you may not have intended to do so. So, let’s start 
where I started; Rob’s contribution. 

I remember back in the 60s …. 
By Rob Carter 

I remember back in the 1960s when my grandfather owned a Morris 1100 
and he used to drive it into the ground, flat-out, all the time.  

When l asked him about the car, he said it was a great little car. It was 
cheap and runs well and was economical to use.  

l remember one night when he turned up at home and was limping and 
had no car. That’s when he said that he had driven for several hours and 
was tired. The car was a couple of miles away in a paddock. He was going 
that fast that he didn’t see the road veering off to the right and went 
straight through the fence.  

We had to pull the car out of the paddock with our truck and Grandad 
wanted my Dad to take him and the car to the caryard. Grandad left the 
old car there and brought another BMC car, this time it was an 1800, be-
cause he travelled a lot, and it was faster. That was his way of thinking. 
                             Continued over page... 

Morris 1100 launch advert - note 
the price 960 pounds and the 

wavy headlines that emphasised 
the car’s smooth ride. 



Continued from page 1 

I remember back in the 60s …. 
 
Then in the mid-1970s he thought he might try a V8 HJ Holden Station Wagon. Well that changed his life be-
cause his way of thinking then was the faster the car the quicker he got to where he was going.  

He scared the life out of himself as he would put his foot flat to the floor. He said the car would take off and 
leave him behind. From then on whenever he travelled he would ask my dad or uncle if they could drive.  

He said it was always safer driving the little Morris even though he would drive it up to 80-90 miles an hour, he 
still thought the Holden was too dangerous for him, even while driving at 30-40 miles per hour. He was in his 
late 60s, early 70s and never drove again after that.  

Editor’s comment: Thanks Rob for your contribution, you sparked the idea for this issue of Bull’s-Eye. 

l956  

By the mid-fifties the Morris Minor was well established 
and proving to be profitable for BMC with work being 
done on its eventual replacement. A car that was to have 
front wheel drive and a transverse engine. Not only that, 
but its gearbox was intended to be mounted on the end of 
the engine (not in the sump) as has become the modern 
practice.  

But fate intervened and essentially robbed BMC of pio-
neering this layout. Then Managing Director of BMC, 
Leonard Lord, had become alarmed at the proliferation of 
German bubble cars on British roads and decided BMC 
needed to produce a small car that would provide a 
"British" alternative.  

This would turn out to be the Mini and as it was needed in 
a hurry, the basic design for it was merely a scaled down 
version of the Morris Minor replacement. The only prob-
lem was that the end-on gearbox was too wide for the 
smaller car so the gearbox was moved into the sump. 

1959 Morris 850 

By the time the Mini 
was launched in 
1959, the bubble car 
market had col-
lapsed since petrol 
had become more 
freely available.  

With the Mini estab-
lished, work turned 
again to the Morris 
Minor replacement. For cost reasons, management de-
cided that this car would now use the same power unit 
that had been developed for the Mini, but with a slightly 
larger capacity.  

Development of the end-on gearbox configuration was 
abandoned by BMC and it was Fiat who independently 
introduced it, with a transverse engine, in the late 60s. 

The evolution of BMC small cars in Australia Source: www.elevenhundred.com 

l962 Morris 1100 

By the time the Morris 1100 was re-
leased to the British public in 1962 
the Morris Minor was still popular 
and profitable. 

Since the two cars were radically 
different, BMC chose to continue the Minor to avoid losing 
the custom of conservative buyers. This was not the case in 
Australia, the Minor having been already discontinued in 
1961 to make way for the Mini. The Morris Minor soldiered on 
in the UK for another decade until it was finally replaced by 
the rear wheel drive Marina in 1971. 

l963 preparation for an Aussie launch  

BMC Australia evaluates the Morris 
1100 for the Australian market and 
is given a free-reign to modify the 
car to suit Australian conditions. 
Nine English 1100s are imported 
and test-driven nearly 200,000 
miles in the outback with one car 
travelling more than 75,000 miles.  

As a result, many changes are made to meet conditions not 
encountered in England and many are incorporated into Eng-
lish cars produced for export. Changes include steering modi-
fications to reduce noise and kickback, the overall gearing of 
the car was reduced to give more lively performance and 
more pull in top gear. 

1964 

Australian production begins at the 
British Motor Corporation's factory at 
Zetland in New South Wales. Buyers 
faced a six-week waiting list as BMC 
struggled to keep up with demand. The 
most popular colours of white and 
green remained wait-listed two weeks at the end of the year 
despite BMC raising the price by £19 in August. With a total 
of 17,701 sales, it is second only to the Volkswagen (with 
22,291 sales) for the year. 



l965 

Wheels Magazine award BMC the 1964 
Car of the Year for the 1100. 

This award recognises excellence and 
innovation in design, fulfillment of in-
tended purpose and performance 
amongst its many criteria. 

By the end of May, the Morris 1100 is outselling all its ri-
vals except the Volkswagen 1200 beetle and clocks up its 
best year with 20,378 sales - no doubt helped by all the 
publicity, and eclipsing VW by the end of the year. 

l966 

Morris 1100 continues to outsell 
the Mini, Cortina and Volkswagen 
maintaining its place at number 
one in its class despite clocking 
up only 14,746 sales for an 8% 
market share, giving BMC 13% 
share of overall car sales. 

BMC advertising campaign boasts that it is "Now Austral-
ia's most wanted family car!" 

1967 

Still top of its class for the first four months with 
4,974 sales, and local content has risen to 
81%. However, the Ford Cortina edges the 
1100 out of the top spot by just over 700 more 
sales for the year. 

In August the 1100 "S" is introduced with a bigger 1,275cc 
engine, and enjoys almost a 60% share of the 15,803 
sales for the year. Such is the popularity of the 1100 that 
AVIS, with a fleet of several hundred 1100s as rent-a-cars, 
are featuring them in their own advertising. 

l968 

The 1100 Automatic is introduced. The 4-
speed automatic gearbox which adds 
$250 to the price of the car.  

With 14,575 sales (both auto and manual) 
for the year the 1100 is ranked 3rd behind 
Cortina and Torana by a small margin. 

 

l969  

The Morris 1100 is superseded in 
June, with total sales over 5½ years 
reaching almost 90,000. 

In its place, and unique to Australia, 
was the Morris 1500 OHC based on 
the Australian Morris 1100 with a distinctive new front grille and 
indicator lamps, but incorporating the cropped tail fins of the 
English Morris 1100 Mark II of 1968. Most importantly though, it 
used the all-new 1.5 litre OHC engine and cable operated gear-
box from the new UK Austin Maxi, also released in 1969. 

There was also a version called 
"Nomad" with a large hatchback door 
- just like on the Maxi. 

The motoring press approved of the 
new cars - especially the new engine 
- and some 5,500 found buyers. But, 
unfortunately, the car suffered with 
teething problems mainly concerning the new gearbox and ca-
ble gear linkage. Some modifications were made but it took 
most of the rest of the year to complete a massive gearbox ex-
change program. 

l970  

By the beginning of 1970 the gearbox is-
sues had been mostly sorted out, but the 
big news was the release in September of 
the 5-speed gearbox - "OD/5" it was to be 
known as, for overdrive. 

There was to be a sports version - 1500GT - but a luxury pack-
age of special features was offered instead. The "LP" provided 
full carpeting, wood grain dash and individual front seats to re-
place the standard rubber flooring, plain metal dash and single 
bench front seat. Sales for the year exceeded 10,000 with the 
Nomad proving more popular than the BMC originally expected 
accounting for around 25% of total sales. 

l97l  

Unfortunately, the initial gearbox issues ru-
ined the reputation of the 1500 and, along 
with increasing competition from the Japa-
nese and from the Holden Torana and Ford 
Escort, only 6,600 cars were sold before 
production finished up at the end of the year 
and the factory began to retool for the Mari-
na. Leyland Australia held a huge clearance 
sale in November to begin shifting the stock-
piled cars. 

1972 

When production of the 1500 ceased at 
the end of 1971 only about 29,000 ex-
amples had been built. Of those, about 
2,100 were left to clear before the Mari-
na went on sale in May - in fact, some 
30 cars were not sold until 1973. The Morris Marina was essen-
tially the 1500's successor in Australia and it inherited the E-
series engine. "BMC Dumps FWD" screamed newspaper head-
lines. 

Question to readers, did BMC sell the 1100 Travel-
ler in Oz? I came across this image with SA plates 
but could not find any history on them in Oz. They 

look a little like a Farina on a steroid diet! 



Events, meetings & things to know 

President - Tim Christie  
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0432 379 068 
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Gavin Wasteney  
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Treasurer - Geoff  Meehan 

 0400 961 123  
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Kylie Carter 0437 271 067 

Chris Wialletton 0447 022 480 

Morris Car Club of Victoria  
Committee Contact details  

Month Meeting Date & Place Club Event 

December The December Club meet-
ing will be held in conjunc-
tion with the event right. 

Sunday 3 December 
12pm Christmas Party & Club 
Show & Shine 
Balliang East Hall 

2018 

January No meeting No activity – polish your cars 

February 6 February 
Pascoe Vale RSL 
Dinner from 6.30 onwards 
Meeting 8pm 

Sunday 25 February 
Eynesbury Market & Eynes-
bury Homestead for lunch 

March 6 March 
Pascoe Vale RSL 
Dinner from 6.30 onwards 
Meeting 8pm 

10-11 March 
Kyneton Lost Trades Fair 
Overnight optional 

April 3 April 
Pascoe Vale RSL 
Dinner from 6.30 onwards 
Meeting 8pm 

Saturday 11th   Newport Fire 
Station – 300 heritage vehicles 
a unique opportunity 

May 1 May 
Pascoe Vale RSL 
Dinner from 6.30 onwards 
Meeting 8pm 

Sunday 13 May 
AMF Ten Pin Bowling         
Maribyrnong 
The MCCV Ashes 

June June 5 
Pascoe Vale RSL 
Dinner from 6.30 onwards 
Meeting 8pm 

June 9-11 Queen’s birthday 
long weekend 
MCCV Jamboree Stanhope 
Sunday 10 June 
The Beer Shed Echuca 

Did you know? 
The Morris 1100 featured a unique approach to suspension and an even more curious ap-
proach to promoting the feature. The slogan: “It floats on fluid”  had many a pundit scratching 
their head. The car’s suspension consisted of interconnected rubber balloons filled with a so-
lution of equal parts alcohol and water, plus corrosion inhibitor and a green dye. 

When the front wheels hit a bump, fluid is displaced from the front balloon into the rear one 
causing the rear suspension to rise about the same amount as the front, thus keeping the car 
level. Conventional suspensions using metal springs and shock absorbers cause a car to 
"pitch" first to the rear as the front wheel rides over the bump and then to front as the rear 
wheel does. 

The hydrolastic suspension does not require separate dampers and, apart from an occasional 
"pump-up", requires little maintenance as the system is generally reliable and durable.   
Source: www.elevenhundred.com 

 

Did you know? 2 

Hydrolastic is a type of space-efficient automotive suspension system used 
in many cars produced by BMC and its successor companies.  

Invented by famous British rubber engineer Alex Moulton, and first used on 
the 1962 BMC project ADO16 under designer Alec Issigonis, later to be 
launched as the Morris 1100. Source: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/hydrolastic#cars 


